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HB 6578 AN ACT CONCERNING PARTICIPATION IN THE ELECTORAL PROCESS. 

SB 1017 AN ACT CONCERNING ELECTION ADMINISTRATION. 
  

Dear Senator Flexer (Co-Chair), Representative Fox (Co-Chair), Senator Sampson 

(Ranking Member), Representative Mastrofrancesco (Ranking Member) and 

esteemed members of the Government Administration and Elections (GAE) 

Committee: 

The Connecticut AFL-CIO, a federation of hundreds of local unions representing more 

than 220,000 members in the private sector, public sector and building trades thanks 

the Government, Administration & Elections Committee for raising these two important 

bills. 

HB 6578 will restore voting rights to individuals on parole. Connecticut has the most 

stringent disenfranchisement laws in the Northeast and is the only state that prohibits 

those on parole from casting a ballot which effects about 3,500 people.  A similar bill 

was proposed in 2019 and it passed the House but was not taken up in the Senate.    

Citizens of Connecticut who are on probation can vote here in Connecticut, but those 

on parole cannot. Across the United States, 1 out of 16 black voters is denied the right 

to vote due to a felony conviction versus 1 of 59 non-black voters. Individuals on 

parole are concentrated in only handful of Connecticut communities.  We need to 

correct this issue. This session.  

Our antiquated voter registration laws need to be brought into the 21st century. The 

Advanced Voter Registration (AVR) section as written only codifies what the DMV 

does now into state law. The proposed legislation needs to be improved to expand 

AVR beyond the Dept. of Motor Vehicles to other state agencies such as DSS, 

HUSKY, Access Health CT, along with our state colleges and universities and others 

that interact with the public.  This is the right thing to do.  In a poll by Secure 

Democracy 77% of Connecticut voters support Automatic Voter Registration. 

SB 1017 This past election year has proven that using the SECURE BALLOT DROP 

BOXES was and is the right way to hold an election. 

The Connecticut AFL-CIO and our 220,000 members urge the committee to pass 

these important pieces of legislation.  


